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Dear Leland Students and Parents,  
 
I wanted to reach out and talk a little about some of the scary and confusing events you might 
be seeing or hearing about on TV or  in social media.There is a lot going on in the world right 
now with the COVID-19 virus and the Black Lives Matter movement. I think it’s important that as 
we individually process what’s going on around us that we also talk to each other.  
 
As an International Baccalaureate school, we believe in some basic principles, including being 
global citizens who believe in being caring and open-minded. We also believe in being thinkers 
and asking good questions. Many of us are upset, confused and heartbroken by the death of 
George Floyd and other Black citizens.Their deaths have forced us to question and examine our 
beliefs and the intentional or unintentional roles we play in perpetuating racism. 
 
As uncomfortable and sometimes scary as it is, we need to question and think about these 
deaths and the system that allowed them. You are capable of talking about hard things, and the 
adults in your life will learn with and help you. Some things I know for sure:  

● It is up to each of us to be anti-racist because racism, in any form, is wrong.  
● Every single person in the Leland community deserves to be treated with dignity and 

respect. 
● When we see or hear about acts of racism, we have a moral obligation to speak out 

against them. 
● You are brilliant, capable, caring people. You can handle hard conversations, and the 

adults in our community are here to help you process and think about tough topics.  
 
We need to show our Black classmates, teachers, families, and community members that they 
matter and that we will stand with them to confront the racism and injustices they live with. 
 
Young people have started every great change in our country.  We need you to speak, to 
question, to push, to challenge, and to lead us in creating the world in which you dream of living. 
I encourage us all to work to create that just world. 
 
Here are some things you can watch, listen to, or read as a family to learn more about how to 
be anti-racist.  

● Here We Read. A comprehensive list of book recommendations to explore racism and 
anti-racism 

● Sesame Street Town Hall on Racism for Kids & Families 

 

http://hereweeread.com/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/cnn-sesame-street-standing-up-to-racism/index.html


 

● Life’s Little Lessons. A PBS learning kit with Daniel Tiger 
● New York Public Media list of resources for kids and families 

I am excited to meet each one of you and get to know you personally. Schools are the 
perfect places to talk openly, explore what we believe, and ask hard questions. We will 
learn together about how to treat each other with the love, acceptance, and understanding 
that we all crave.  

Thank you so much for being the best human you can be.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Stephanie Long, Superintendent 

 
 “If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.” 

— Desmond Tutu 
 

https://pbskids.org/learn/lifes-little-lessons/alike-and-different/
https://www.wnet.org/education/blog/anti-racist-resources-for-families-educators-and-students/
https://parade.com/928330/roisinkelly/baby-archie-makes-looks-just-like-prince-harry/

